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The following list high-

lights upcoming events 

in Gatesville and the sur-

rounding areas that will 

occur within a month of 

each publication of The 

Gatesville Messenger. This 

list will be frequently up-

dated, and if any organiza-

tion would like to include 

their event in the calendar 

contact ally@gatesville-

messenger.com two weeks 

prior to the event’s date. 

National Night Out

The Gatesville Police 

Department is gearing up 

for National Night Out 

on Tuesday, Oct. 6, from 

6-8:30 p.m. at the Gates-

ville Ballparks. Several 

first responding agen-

cies will be present such 

as the police department, 

the Coryell County Sher-

iff’s Office, the Gatesville 
Fire department as well as 

a U.S. Army helicopter. 

The Gatesville library, the 

Gatesville Exchange Club 

and Crimestoppers will 

also be present. There will 

be free hot dogs and chips 

available while supplies 

last. This event is for the 

community to get to know 

their local first responders 
and local agencies. 

Fifth Annual L.I.V.E. 

Fest

The fifth annual L.I.V.E. 
Fest will be held on Sun-

day, Oct. 11, from 2-5 p.m. 

at Freedom Park located 

within the Gatesville Ball-

parks. This event, held in 

honor of Isaac Carpenter, 
offers mental health re-

sources, as well as bully-

ing and suicide prevention. 

There will be various per-

formances and speakers. 

This event is open to both 

children and adults. 

First Methodist Church 

Harvest Festival

The First Methodist 

Church is holding their an-

nual Harvest Festival at the 

church’s 2600 E. Main St. 

location from 8 a.m. to 2 

p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 17. 

The festival will feature 

both live auction and silent 

auctions, live music, a bake 

sale, vendors, children’s 

games, a bounce house, ob-

stacle course, a petting zoo, 

a kiddie train, a garage sale 

and more. Guests can enjoy 

a barbecue chicken dinner. 

Various community mem-

bers will also be “locked in 

jail” for the festival’s Jail & 

Bail fundraiser. This event 

is free to the public. 

Turnersville Annual 

 Classifieds — A10 |  Obituaries — A2 |  Hornet’s Nest — A5 |  Best of Ballot — A7

Raising up disciples of Christ through love, service & example

Sunday Worship 8:30 & 10:30 am

Sunday School 9:30 am

2600 E. Main, Gatesville, TX

(254) 865-2520

www.fmcgatesville.com 

Briefs

By David Scott
Gatesville Messenger

Spurfest returned last Saturday celebrat-

ing its 25th anniversary at the Coryell Mu-

seum and Historical Center. 

It was reported that the museum had 
nearly 200 visitors to drop by during the 

Spurfest activities and also enjoy a little bit 

of air-conditioning while exploring some 

historical objects housed in “Coryell Coun-

ty’s Attic.”

A new feature this year was a cockpit 

that was brought to the event by Stinson 

Air Museum in San Antonio. 

Children and adults alike were able to 

climb in the cockpit and explore all the fea-

tures of the complicated control panel. 

In addition, the Texas chapter of the Mil-
itary Vehicle Preservation Association had 
several jeeps and other military vehicles on 

display in a lot behind the museum.

Food samples included biscuits and gra-

vy, home churned butter, and the ever-pop-

ular homemade tortilla demonstration.

Visitors explored the world-famous 
Lloyd and Madge Mitchell Spur Collec-

Spurfest celebrates 25th year

Council and Mayor candidates speak on why they filed for election 
By Ally Hinkle
Gatesville Messenger

From the months of July to Au-

gust, several citizens around Gates-

ville filed to serve their community 
by submitting applications for var-

ious open positions in the Nov. 3 

election. 

Voters will decide on candidates 
for the mayor of Gatesville and city 

council member Ward 2 Place 4, 

with council members for Ward 1 

Place 2 and Ward 2 Place 6 seeing 

the return of their current holders.

Before early voting begins on 

Oct. 19, the candidates have re-

sponded to a forum held by the 

Gatesville Messenger to introduce 

themselves to the general public as 

well as provide insight into their 

decision to run for their designated 

position. Candidates will be listed 

in alphabetical order by last name. 

Mayor

Leo Corona, a retired U.S. Army 
veteran, moved to Gatesville in 

2012 after retiring from the Army 

with his family. Corona is involved 

in several organizations around the 

community that focus on family 

and public safety such as the fol-

lowing: GISD Friends on Duty, 
Cen-Tex Crime Stoppers, veterans’ 

organizations, and Keep Gatesville 

Beautiful. Corona is also involved 

in faith-based organizations such 

as Mission Righteous Roots and 

Rebirth Recovery. 

Corona decided to run after see-

ing a disconnect with citizens and 

their local government. 

“My mission is to strengthen the 

connection between local govern-

ment and you,” Corona said. “I will 
lead with transparency, listen care-

fully, and stay accessible. Together, 

we can move Gatesville forward, 

ensure your voice is heard, and 

address concerns such as project-

ed water-rate increases through 

2030.”

Corona states he is qualified 
both from his experience manag-

ing multi-million dollar resources 

during his miliary career as well as 

leading more than 750 soldiers at 

the same time. 

“I bring 30 years of proven 
leadership, fiscal responsibility, 
ethics enforcement experience, 

and knowledge of best practices 

for mayors and councilmembers 

as outlined by the Texas Munici-

pal League,” Corona said. “I have 
completed Texas Attorney General 

training on open meetings and pub-

lic information, along with FEMA 

courses in ICS, NIMS, and NRF. 
My focus is transparency, account-

ability, readiness, and protecting 

you and your family during emer-

gencies.”

Meredith Rainer is a long time 

Gatesville resident, returning to 

the community after college to be 

close to family and friends. Rainer 

can typically be seen at various lo-

cal sporting events supporting her 

children, and Rainer is well known 

in the community as a former high 

school teacher and former city 

Special to the Messenger 

The Gatesville High School Class of 1956 held their 

70th class reunion Sept. 18-19. 

Nine members were recognized at the High School Pep 

Rally on Friday. Sixteen class members and their guests, 

for a total of 23 people, met at Prima Pasta for a luncheon 

on Saturday at 1 p.m. Each person ordered from the menu.

Class member Ann (Lengefeld) Babb received a prize 
for coming the longest distance. She came from the Hous-

ton area. There was a note under one of the chairs desig-

nating who would receive the door prize. Rita “Henson” 

Sherwood was the winner.

Patsy Barton, wife of Class member, Jerry Barton, made 

a beautiful gold cake with black lettering and a hornet 

mascot. Noel McLaughlin presented each class member 
with a white coffee cup with the “70th Reunion and 

Hornet” logo on it.

Bill Long thanked everyone who worked to make the 
reunion possible as well as Don Russell who gave the 

invocation.

The planning committee consisted of Beth (Burt) 
Haines and Sue (Keener) Burdett, Noel McLaughlin, 

GHS alum 

celebrate 

70th reunion

See REUNION, 
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Rob Erwin takes his oath of office for interim County Judge, administred by Judge Trent Farrell 
on Tuesday afternoon at the Coryell County Commmissiners Courtroom in Gatesville. He re-
placed Roger Miller, who resigned Sept. 14.

See SPURS, 

Page 13

By David Scott
Gatesville Messenger

On Tuesday, Sept. 22, 

Rob Erwin was sworn in 

as interim Coryell County 

Judge at the County Com-

missioners courtroom an-

nex. 

He was sworn in by 

Judge Trent Ferrell of the 

52nd District Court, follow-

ing the resignation of Judge 

Roger Miller on Sept. 14. 

The commissioners met on 

Tuesday morning and vot-

ed unanimously to appoint 

Erwin to the office.
In his resignation letter, 

Miller stated that personal 

and professional circum-

stances had made it in-

creasingly difficult for him 
to do his job.

Judge Ferrell explained, 

“This is an unexpired term 

until his [Erwin’s] official 
term begins on Jan. 1.” 

Erwin sworn in 

as County Judge

See BRIEFS, 
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Volunteers in the old drug store exhibit at the museum show visitors what it was like to order 
sodas in years gone by.

See CANDIDATES, 
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