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Purpose 
This public education handout is intended to help residents, property owners, and business 
owners understand the basic concepts surrounding Historic District designation, 
particularly designation on the National Register of Historic Places. The information is 
educational in nature and residents should confirm official policies with the City of 
Gatesville or the Texas Historical Commission. 

Frequently Asked Questions 

1. What does “Historic District” mean? 
A Historic District is an area recognized for its historic, architectural, or cultural 
significance. Historic districts may be listed on the National Register of Historic Places or 
designated locally by a city government. The purpose is to recognize and preserve historic 
character. 

2. Does federal historic designation mean the federal government controls my 
property? 
No. Listing on the National Register does not give the federal government control over 
private property. Property owners may continue to sell, lease, remodel interiors, and 
conduct normal business activities. 

3. Will I be forced to restore my building? 
No. Property owners are not required to restore buildings simply because they are located 
within a historic district. Requirements generally apply only if a property owner chooses to 
use historic tax credits or preservation grants. 

4. Can businesses still operate in a historic district? 
Yes. Historic districts frequently include restaurants, retail stores, offices, and service 
businesses. In many communities, historic districts strengthen downtown commerce and 
tourism. 



5. Does historic designation change zoning rules? 
No. Zoning is established by local municipal ordinances. Historic designation does not 
automatically change zoning classifications. 

6. Are there financial incentives for historic buildings? 
Sometimes. Owners of qualifying historic buildings may be eligible for federal historic 
rehabilitation tax credits, state preservation grants, or economic development incentives. 

7. Can property owners still renovate buildings? 
Yes. Renovations are typically allowed. Preservation guidelines usually focus on 
maintaining historic exterior architectural features when participating in preservation 
programs. 

8. Will this increase property taxes? 
Historic designation itself does not increase property taxes. Property taxes are based on 
appraised value determined by the county appraisal district. 

9. Why do communities pursue historic district designation? 
Communities often pursue historic designation to preserve local history, promote tourism, 
encourage downtown revitalization, and protect historically significant architecture. 

10. Where can residents get official information? 
Residents should contact Gatesville City Hall or the Texas Historical Commission for official 
information regarding historic district rules, boundaries, and preservation programs. 

Public Education Disclaimer 
This document is provided for public education purposes. It is not an official City of 
Gatesville publication. 

Produced by the Leo Corona for Mayor Campaign to help residents better understand local 
governance topics. 


